
 
 

PROF. J.N. JOSHI 
Chairman 

Prof. J.N. Joshi is a leading expert on 

elementary education. He was secretary 

to the Punjab Education Reforms 

Commission and member of a committee 

constituted by the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development on minimum 

levels of learning. His main interest and 

specialisation is educational planning and 

elementary education. He has recently 

supervised a policy research document on 

cost-ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

primary education system. He headed the 

Department of Education of Panjab 

University for more than 20 years. He is a 

known educationist in the region. 

 
  



 
 

PROF. ASHA SETHI 
Director ς Research  
(Education and Evaluation Studies) 

Prof. Asha Sethi is Professor of Education. 

She has 30 years of experience in 

teaching, guiding and doing research in 

the field of Education. Her specialization is 

in the areas of Educational Psychology; 

Guidance and counselling; Research, 

Measurement and Evaluation. 

At present Prof. Sethi is supervising 

research projects in the area of Education 

in general, and Adult Education and 

Literacy in particular. She is working with 

IDC since 2004. Besides, she is actively 

involved in extension activities delivering 

lectures in Academic Staff Colleges; and in 

seminars and workshops as a Resource 

Person in the region. 

 
  



 
 

PROF. P.S. VERMA 
Director ς Research  
(Democracy, Decentralisation and Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups) 

Prof. P.S. Verma is Professor of Political 

Science working with IDC since 2007. He 

has been Chairperson of the Department 

of Political Science, Central Asian Studies 

and Director of Academic Staff College, 

Panjab University, Chandigarh. He has 32 

years of teaching experience at the 

University level and 37 years research 

experience, including the supervision of 

M.Phil, Ph.D and various research projects 

undertaken from time to time. 

The focus of his research has been mainly 

on areas such as rural development, 

panchayati raj, urban local self-

government institutions, land reforms, 

common property resources, social 

justice, political parties, leadership, 

elections and voting behaviour, 

communalism, Dalit and the marginal 

groups.  

He has published 75 research articles in 

distinguished journals and written four 

books based on empirical work done in 

different states like Rajasthan and Jammu 

& Kashmir. He has also contributed 

comprehensive research papers on states 

like Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 

Pradesh. A book ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

ƛƴ tǳƴƧŀōέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΦ 

 
 
  



 
 

PROF. H.S. SHERGILL 
Director ς Research  
(Development Studies) 

Prof. H.S. Shergill is Professor of 

Economics working with Institute for 

Development and Communication (IDC) as 

Head Development Studies. He has 30 

years of Research and Training experience 

with the Department of Economics, 

Panjab University, Chandigarh. Prof. 

Shergill is working on Food Security and 

Surplus Grain Production in Punjab-

Haryana region. 

 
  



 
 

PROF. S.L. SHARMA 
Director ς Research  
(Haryana Development Studies) 

Prof. S.L. Sharma is a Professor of 

Sociology. He has published six books and 

125 papers. His fields of academic and 

research interests cover development 

studies, including modernisation and 

globalisation; Social transformation in 

India; Sociology of education; Indian 

diaspora; ethnicity and nationalism; and, 

Sociology of corruption. He is presently 

working in a project on Urban 

Development with special reference to 

Slums, Housing and Urban Poverty. 

 
  



 
 

PROF. JATINDER S. BEDI 
Director ς Research  
(Ph.D Program) 

Prof. Jatinder S. Bedi is Director - Research 
and Training (Ph. D Program) at IDC. He 
has undertaken research work in areas 
such as manufacturing sector 
performance in small, medium and large 
scale sector, growth of various agro-based 
industries and their forward and backward 
linkages, sector specific work, human 
development studies and Housing 
requirements in various cities of India.   

He was member of Expert Group set up by 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution, 2008 to review and 
suggest best method of declaration of 
retail sale price on pre-packed 
commodities chaired by Dr Govinda Rao. 
He was also a member of the Support 
Group and Chairman of Sub-group 
formulated by the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industry for the Inter Ministry 
Task Group on Mid Term Appraisal for the 
Tenth Plan, Planning Commission, 2004.  

He has done his Ph. D on Economic 
reforms in textile industry from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi and the 
methodology developed in his doctorate 

work to estimate the investment 
requirement was used by planning 
commission for their plan projections.  

In his 26 years of job experience so far, he 
has worked mainly as researcher 
(Economist) in government, semi-
government, autonomous, corporate 
sector and mills federation, but has also 
handled Training, Teaching and 
Administration work. He was occasionally 
taking guest lectures in training programs 
for executives and managers, while 
employed as Corporate Economist at 
Vardhman Spinning General Mills Ltd and 
to Post graduate foreign students at 
Institute of Applied Manpower Research, 
while working there. He was also a guest 
lecturer at Motilal Nehru College, Delhi 
University for B. A. Hons Economics 
students while he was employed as Chief 
Economist at Indian Mills Federation. At 
National Council of Applied Economic 
Research, he handled highest 
administrative position as Secretary to 
Governing Body and Head, Operations, 
while he was holding research position as 
Fellow.  

  
 
  



 
DR. VARINDER SHARMA 
Sr. Research Fellow 
 
Dr. Varinder Sharma has done his Ph.D. 

and M.Phil in Economics. He is specialising 

on the impact of new economic policy on 

labour, agriculture and rural masses. He 

has been assisting in a project on 

relevance of food security in India in post 

ς ²¢h ǊŜƎƛƳŜΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

research experience. 

 
  



 
 

DR. SATYAVIR SINGH MALIK 
Social Communication Expert 
 
Dr. Satyavir Malik is a social 

communication expert. He is working with 

IDC since 1995. His main specialization is 

youth work and training methodologies. 

He was a member of the national 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ Ψ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ¢ŀƭƪ 

!L5{Ω ό¦¢!ύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of 

India. He has done extensive work on 

Issues relating to Productive Engagement 

of Youth in North-Western India. 

 
  



 
 

MR. HARSH CHOPRA 
Statistician 
 
Mr. Harsh Chopra is a Statistician. He is 

specialising in statistical model building 

and data analysis. He haǎ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 

research experience. He is involved in 

data collection, compilation, analysis, and 

report writing and also conducting 

workshops, seminars and training. His 

area of work includes community policing 

programme, conducting election surveys 

and evaluation studies of different social 

welfare schemes.  

 
  
  



 
 

DR. SANJEEV KUMAR 
Research Fellow 
 
He completed in his Ph.D. on International 

Relations and Security Studies. He is 

working on Security Dimension of 

governance. 

 
 
  



 
 

MR. CHANDAN AWASTHI 
Research Fellow 
 
Chandan Awasthi is specialising on Social 

Dimensions of Police Reforms and also 

assisting in developing indicators of justice 

delivery in Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat and 

Assam. His Ph.D work is near completion. 

 
  



 
 

MS. SANGEETA PURI 
Sr. Research Fellow 
 
Ms. Sangeeta Puri has four years teaching 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ !ǘ 

present she is working on gender issues. 

Her main specialization is Field networking 

ǿƛǘƘ /.5Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

secondary data collection and supervision. 

She has assisted in preparation of grass 

root capacity building materials and 

conducting site specific workshops and 

interactive sessions on issues of gender 

violence. 

 
  



 
 

MR. SUNIL ARORA 
Systems Manager(IT) 
 
Sunil Arora specialises in the planning and 

developing process of all implemental 

phases of Data Analysis and Management. 

This includes installing/troubleshooting of 

software and hardware, design 

programming, data management, 

networking, Internet and network security 

etc. In addition to strategically evaluating 

organizational needs, he supervises the 

programming, support, and analyst 

departments of the organization relating 

to web and information. 

 
  



 
 

DR. A.A. SIDDIQUI 
CONSULTANTS (HONY.) 
 
Dr. A.A. Siddiqui remained Director 

General of Police, Manipur; and Director 

General of Police, Punjab ς January 2005 

(Retd.). Served for six years in Artillery in 

Army, India. He is Law Graduate and did 

his post graduation in police 

administration and Ph.D. on Police Sub-

Culture. He structured a pioneer 

experiment on Institutionalisation of 

Community Policing in Punjab in 

association with Institute for 

Development and Communication, 

Chandigarh and Vera Institute of Justice, 

New York. Launched a project on Rights of 

Children in co-operation with British 

Council, New Delhi. And has been 

pioneering Police Reforms and 

Modernisation Programme of Police and 

has drafted New Police Act and Police 

Rules for Punjab State. 

 
  



 
 

MR. R.N. GUPTA 
Director ς Research  
(Governance Studies) 
Mr. R.N. Gupta joined the Indian 

Administrative Service in 1964 and had a 

number of challenging assignments in the 

states of Punjab and Tripura. He has also 

been Chief Executive of a major news 

paper, where he worked for five years. 

Presently, he is actively involved in 

research on governance. He has 

conducted studies on urban governance, 

delivery of health care, soil and water 

management, relief and resettlement of 

affected people in the hydro power 

projects and is currently engaged in 

carrying out a study on governance in the 

rural pheripheries of Punjab, Himachal 

Pradesh and Haryana. He has published 

two monographs ς Urban Governance in 

Punjab (2007) and Towards Transparency 

in Governance (2007). 

 
  



 
 

MR. J.R. KUNDAL 
CONSULTANTS (HONY.) 
 
Mr. J.R. Kundal has held the post of 

Financial Commissioner in Punjab. He is 

post-graduate in English literature and 

specialised in Public Policy on Social 

Security and Safety nets with reference to 

vulnerability sections. Presently, he has 

been nominated as member of Punjab 

Governance Reforms Commission (PGRC). 

He is Chairman of tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Centre of IDC and involved in evaluation 

of social sector programmes. 

 
  



 
 

MR PRADEEP KUMAR CHAUDHERY 
Director - Research Hony  
(Public Affairs and Economic Policy Unit)

Mr Pradeep Kumar is Director Research 

Hony ( Public Affairs and Economic Policy 

Unit). He is a former Indian Administrative 

Service (IAS) Officer, 1977, batch of the 

Haryana Cadre, who served as Secretary, 

Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Government of India. 

He retired as Chief Secretary to 

Government of Haryna in 2014. He joined 

as Director (Research) Hony ς Public 

Affairs and Economic Policy Unit at 

Institute for Development and 

Communication (IDC), Chandigarh from 

June 2014. 

  



 
 

MR RAMESH INDER SINGH  
Policy Research Advisor  
(Public Affairs and Economic Policy Unit) 
  

Mr Ramesh Inder Singh is Policy Research 

Advisor in Public Affairs and Economic 

Policy Unit. He is recipient of Padma Shree 

and a distinguished civil servant with 

wide ranging experience in various 

departments / autonomous bodies in 

Punjab, West Bengal and Central 

government. 

He belongs to 1974 batch of I.A.S. and 

served as Chief Information Commissioner 

of Punjab and as Chief Secretary, Punjab. 

He has also worked for the World Bank as 

ŀ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪΩǎ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

Assurance Group and its Agricultural 

Division. His experience with the financial 

and industrial world extends to having 

served as Chairman / Director of large 

number of blue chip Companies, including 

Indian Petrochemicals Ltd, Punjab 

Tractors, Sawraj- Mazda Ltd, Indian 

Acrylic, Hindustan Antibiotics Ltd, 

Hindustan Organic Ltd, to name a few. 

By education, he is a post graduate in 

Political Science from Punjab University, 

having topped the University in M.A. in 

the year 1970. Later, while in service, he 

also graduated in Law (LL.B) from Delhi 

University. 

 

 
 


